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To whe Students of. Divan krr ig ens 

an eye to the holy Miniſtry. eſpecially 
thoſe who ſtudy under my care in the U- 
n niverſity of W 


Dill BrTovz5, 


FT HE following Diſcourſe was delivered at two | 


different 70 Before the Lery Reverend 
| 7; — ery of Edinburgh : The firſt part of 
# in the Feb b. 22 of Edinburgh, December 14. 
1732, at the admiſſion of the Roverend Meſſ. George 
Logan, John Glen and Archibald Gibſon, 20 be 
work of the Miniftry in the city. The laſt of theſe. 
never entred upon his works Fic ortly after entred 
into the joy of his Lord. The laſt part was deli- 
wered before the Presbytery in the Weſt-Kirk, Fe- 
bruary 15. 1733, at the admiſſion of the Reverend 
Mr. James Dawſon 20 the work of the Miniftry in 
that 'parifſh . Who, after he had for ſome time la- 
boured in his Maſter's work there under ſeveral diſ- 
couragements, was by his holy and wiſe providence 
called to 8055 W Oe. 8 ee the weary are at 
reſt. £8. 
The Patio on wherein 15 3 of God has 
Place me, is the only apology I can make for this 
. application to you. Though I was not in the ſame 
tation when I compoſed theſe 33 yet I cannot 
ſay, but in compoſing them I had an eye to your pro- 
and, now. that they come abro into the world, 
© addreſs them to you. 
T can fincerely ſay, that my heart's defire and 


prayer to God for you is, that you may be ſaved, 
4 2 and 


1 
and be bleſſed in ruments of ſaving ot bers. Aud, 
in 42 to this, i, to Habe a juſt ſenſe of the 
Worth of ſouls upon pour ſpirits, a ſincꝑre concern for 
the ſalvation of your own fouls ;' for he that is not 
concerned for his own ſalvation, will never be duly 
concerned for the ſakuatis on of others. Study a ſt aving 
acquaintance with the grace 1, God which you may 
be called to preach to others, = while you'preach 


the goſpel to others, ye your ſelves be caſt-aways. 


Aud feeing you live in an evil. world, where mar 
2 re upon you, many waiting for your halting 

reagy to reproach gon even without ju/# eo 

74 that 5 walk circymſpedty, Set God. alwa ys bes 


fore Jon, And d fudy.s holy aud unblameable; walk bs 
fore: him, that. thoſe bo arg diſpoſed to calumniate 


uu, may be aft ſhane when 2 behold your godly cone 


bo: . 
I regommend youu to God, and the word of bis grace, 


That be may guide you by his good Spirit in the ways. 
| 70 truth — boling(s, make you 1 bleſſed inftruments of 
is 


loch, and good to ſouls, and at laſt make you c 
rernally bleſſed in the fag, of bin frol ever 


bs ad ae projer of \ 


E faithful Monitor, 
00 fincere Walen 


r . 


LOS bay 
os — e ne 


— 7 = 7; 


— 1 2 ＋ * 
w 2 NJ. 8 —— p 
f $ REIT WERE — 3 S 
TT Wr 2 IIS me 8 2 2, 
— . fr — 2 2 
N iT 7 
7 — 


The hene oF Sole 20 dete and 
endeavour of every de Mini- 


"tet f Tha Gola, 


Ro M. , 1. 


Brie, my heart's deſire and grave, to. E od ir 
A is, that they might be ſaved „ 


2 HE. Apoſtle, b eing to treat of the re⸗ 
W jecting of the being for their infidelity, 
Z and the calling of the Gentiles to par- 
take of the, privileges of oe golpel ; 
Ic What he was to ſay might be look d on as, 
flowing either from want of love and regard to- 
ward His countrymen, or from ſpleen and ill- will 
againſt them, in the beginning of che ninth 
pter he expreſſes himſelf in very ſtrong terms con- 
ceming his lincere affection ware his brethren, 
| his Kinſmen. according to the fleſh, +. Ver, 1, 2, + 
| I /ay the truth in 225 A, lit nat, my. conſtience ate. 
ſo bearing. me witneſs in the 75 Ghoſt, that I bang, 
\ "great beavineſs and continual ſorrow in my heart, 


Far 1 could. wp that 2 4: wers accurſed 2775 


rift, 


reject the grace of Chriſt declared in the 


6 The ſalvation of Souls 
Chrift, for my brethren my kinſinen according -..to. the 


Heh. In my text he repeats the ſame thing ; th oP 


in ſofter terms, and proteſts his fervent deſire of 
the ſalvation of 1/7ael * Brethren, my heart's daſire 
and 2 to God for Iſrael is, that they might be 
10 He was now writing to the Chriſtians at Rome. 
Many of them might be his brethren according 
to the fleſh, as being Fews ; and all of them were 


his brethren by grace, as being Chriſtians, born 


of the ſame heavenly Father, God, and the ſame 
incorruptible ſeed, the word of God : and there- 
by being partakers of the ſame divine nature, ha- 
ving the ſame elder brother, Chriſt, and bein 

heirs of the ſame heavenly inheritance; his heart's 
defire and prayer to God for them was, that they 
might be ſaved, not only from that temporal de- 
ſtruction which was coming on their city and na- 
tion, and did in a little time after overtake them, 
for their manifold and hainous fins againſt God, 
which cried aloud to heaven for vengeance, eſpe- 


4 


cially for that great fin of rejecting the Aa = | 
but from that eternal deſtruction which Will be 
the portion of all impenitent ſinners, that Hy 

That they might be ſaved, was the Teſs of 
his heart, and his prayer to, God : , Heart's de- 
Are. The words in the Greek are, Eopunid'r3; Hubs! 


| rap lg. The expreſſion is ſtrong, and ver 1 gni- ; 


on the Epiſtle to the Romans, by Sole indbuplez 


* 


and Theophylat?, Eufoxia, Tur kh, n nes Ahe, N 


wee inilopie, My will and tarnet deſire. Ir Was 
the pleaſure and delight of his ſoul to promote 
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the falyation of his countrymen. And becauſe all 


his wiſhes, all his endeavours would be fruitleſs, ; 


and of no effect, without the aids of divine grace, 
therefore it was allo bis prayer ro God. For this 
he bowed. his knee, an 


. made humble ſupplica- 
tion, that God would take the vail of ignorance 
off their eyes, and cure the hardneſs of their 
hearts, remove the prejudices they laboured un- 
der, and bring them to the acknowledgment of 


_ Chriſt. as the promiſed Meſſiah and only Saviour. 


I confider Paul here as a Miniſter of the go- 


ſpel and Ambaſſador for Chriſt, one to whom this 
grace was given, to preach the unfearchable riches 


of Chtiſt to the world; and from the words I 
„ + | De 5 bet 
That the ſaving of ſouls ought to be the chief aim 
and defire, the earneſt prayer and endeavour of the 
Miniſters of the goſpel. 


Thus it w 


with the Apoſtle Paul : it was bis 


heart's deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael, that 


they might be ſaved: and thus it ought to be, 
and will be with every faithful Miniſter of the 
poet, For this end Paul, though he was free 
rom all men, yet he made himſelf ſervant unto 


all, that he might gain the more, 1 Cor. ix. 19, 
—— 22. that he might gain them, not make gain 


of them; that he might gain them, not to himſelf 
as his peculiar diſciples, but to Chriſt as their onl 
Saviour and Lord. In a word, he became all 


things to all men, that by any means he might 
ſave ſome. The ſaving of their ſouls was the end 


of all his condeſcendence. So, chap. x. 33. 1 
pleaſe all men ih all things; that is, things that 


are lawful or indifferent. And his end in fo do- 


ing 


PL 


_— 


— 


8 The falvatiou of Souls 
ing Was not a ſelf-end, for his own profit 5 but 


for the profit of many, that they might be ſaved. 
We muſt not coflmit the leaſt fin or omit any 


duty, for the pleaſing of men; for if we thus 


Re men, we ſhall not be the ſervants of God: 


in things indifferent, we ought to yield to 
the weaknels of men for their fpiritual profit, that 


they may be ſaved. The faving fouls, then, is 
the mark a Miniſter of the goſpel ought to have 


in his eye, and the buſineſs he ought to proſecute 


with care and diligence. For this end Paul ex- 
horts Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 16. to take heed unto 


himſelf and unto his doctrine, that in ſo. doing he 


might both fave himſelf and them that hear him. 
In ſpeaking to this doctrine I ſhall endeavour 


to ſne w-: | 


1. What is meant by faving ſouls. 
2. What Minifters may do, and ought to do, 
n 
3. I ſhall offer ſome conſiderations, why this 
ougght to be the chief aim and deſire, the 

earneſt prayer and endeavour of the Minis 
ſters of the goſpel. 15 „ 
4. Make application. 


I. What is meant by ſaving ſouls: 1. It is not 


only to bring men to the knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of religion, and to an out ward profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity. Theſe things are neceſſary, bot 


not the all that is neceſſary, to fave ſouls. With- 


out knowledge, and the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
men canngr be ſaved : Ay people are defirozed for 
lack of knowledge, ſays the Prophet Hoſea, in the 
1 FS | name 


*— 


| Hathe'of the Lord, Hy iv. 6. And except we 


_ profeſs Chriſt before men, he will deny us before 
his heavenly Father : With the heart man believeth 
unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 
made unto ſHvation; Men may have a great deal 
of knowledge; and yet periſh eternally, if their 
knowledge be W ſpeeulative, ſwimming in 
the head : If it do not fink into the heart, and 
transform the ſoul into the divine image; if it do 
not Engage men to practiſe the vertues of the Chri- 
ſtian lite, inſtead of tending to the ſalvation 
their ſouls, it will only tend to aggravate their 
fin, and make their condemnation the more hea- 
vy: for if they had no knowledge of the prin- 
eiples and duties of Chriſtianity, they would have 
no fin in compariſon ; but, having this knowledge; 
they have no cloak for their ſin. If ye know theſe 
 #hings, ſays our Saviour, happy are ye if ye do them, 
. Fohn xiii. 17. not happy it we know them only, 
but if we practiſe according to our knowledge: 
As for an outward profeſſion of Chriſtianity, with- 
out the ſpirit and temper of that holy religion, 
and a practice conformable to irs holy precepts, 
how vain a thing is it ! A form of godlineſs, withs 
out the life and power of it: If we be only heat- 
ers of the word, and not doers, we deceive our 
own ſouls. Our Saviour aſſures us, chat not e- 
very one that ſaith unto him, Lord, Lord, ſhal! 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but they who 
do the will of his Father who is in heaven. Such 
as reſt in an outward profeſſion of Chriffiatiry, 
without an inward temper of mind, and an outs 
ward practice agreeable to it, are like the fooliſn | 
virgins, who had Iamps, but took ho oil with 
7 5 them; 


10 The ſalvation of Souls 
chem; who, when the bridegroom came, had the 
door ſhut. upon them, and were nor allowed to 
enter in with him. So theſe have a lamp of pro- 
feſſion, without the oil of grace in their veſſels; 
and, when Chriſt comes, ſhall have heaven's gates 
ſhut upon them, and ſhall not be allowed to enter 
into the manſions of glory: for they only that do 
his commandments ſhall enter in through the gates 
into the city. Et HET — 5 
2. It is not engaging men in a party or faction 
in religion. The Phariſees were exceedingly zea- 
lous that way. They compaſſed ſea and land to 
make one proſelyte; they went to all the regi- 
ons of their diſperſion to gain one to their party. 
And when they had gained him, what had he 
(4 r ? Nothing but loſs: He was made two- 
old more the child of hell than themſelves ; more 
oppoſite to the goſpel and true religion. For, as 
Fuſtin Martyr tells us, in his dialogue with 775. 
pho, theſe proſelytes did not only disbelieve the 
doctrine of Chriſt, but were much more blaſphe- 
mous againſt him than the Fews themſelves, en- 
deavouring to kill and torment Chriſtians where- 
ever they could, that they might equal their ma- 


Theſe modern Phariſees of the Church of Rome 
haye trodden in the ſteps of their predeceſſors. 
What pains and diligence do they uſe, to make 
| 3 to their implicite faith, as if it were ſa- 

ving fouls! I wiſh it could not be faid with any 
truth, that Proteſtants have alſo been guilty this 
Way, and been more zealous to gain men to their 
particular opinions, than to gain them to God anỹd 


JVC 


/ 
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In the early times of Chriſtianity, there were 


two powerful factions in the Church; one, for ob- 


ſerving the Ceremonial law, and particularly the 


law of circumciſion; the other, againſt Obſerving. 
But the Apoſtle Paul tells us, that in Chriſt Jeſus 


(that is, under the Chriſtian diſpenſation) neither 
circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumci- 


ſion, but a ne creature; faith that works by love, 


and keeping the commands of God. And indeed, 


engaging people in factions and parties in religion, 
is i Fi 1 5 Nee the 54744150 of their Hals 
that it has a very great tendency to obſtruct it. 
Ir ordinarily begets in men a ſpirit of pride and 
ſelf- conceit, of contempt and bitterneſs towards 
thoſe that differ from them, contrary to that love 
and charity which is the diſtinguiſhing character 
of the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, and without 


4 


which men in God's account are nothing. It or- 


dinarily produces ſlander and evil-ſpeaking, con- 


trary to the expreſs precepts of the goſpel, Speak 


evil of no man, Speak not evil one of another. It ſets 
mens tongues looſe againſt one another; and an 


unbridled tongue is a ſign of a vain religion, which 
can never fave the ſoul. e CREE ee 


* 


Is proceed now to thew pofttiveh what I mean 
by F- 


ving ſouls. I mean, then, delivering them 


from the wrath and juſt diſpleaſure of their Crea- 


tor, to which they are expoſed by their fins; from 


all that miſery that ſhall be the everlaſting porti- 
on of impenitent ſinners in another world: deli- 


vering them from the power and dominion of their 


1lufts, unto which they are bond ſlaves by nature; 


from that enmity that is in their carnal minds a- 


Sainſt God and his Jaws, and from a courſe of dif- 


B 2 _ © obedience 


OY a 


15 ' The ſalvation of Souls - 
ln to his holy commands: and bringin 
them to a ſtate of = By and friendſhjp with 4. 
unto a conformity to his image, aid io ubjection tg 
— laws; bringing them to Chriſt, the author of e- 
ſalvarion,:thart they may be juſtified through 
og hreopſheſs, ſanQifed by his ſpirit, and en- 
bl oe walk 1 in a courle of holy obedience to his 
24a and imitation of his example : In a word, 
ack B them from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto Gad, that they may receive for- 
wveneſs of ins, and inheritance ng 4 them which 
are Fenin by faith that is fo Chrift, as ** vi. 1 8, 
| 1. * now to the ſecond thing in my mes 
oh 16 what Minifters may do, and ought to 
, 22 4 er to promote the ſalvation of ſouls. Bur, 
fore I enter upon yon this there are a few things I | 
muſt premiſe. 4 
1, Whatever was neceſſary i in a way of merit, to 
purchaſe the ſalvation of ſqyls, was done by Chriſt 
2 bleſſed Redeemer, He i is the author, and the 


only nee of eternal falvaxion to them that or 
hh He is the propitiation for our fins; and 
ne berg we have redem 700 on through his blood, e? 
Fon the forgiveneſs of fins. Jr was he that Wag 
wounded for onr tranſgr Role and bruiſed for 
ohr iniquities, 152 chaftiſemenr of qur peace was 
upon him, and by his ſtripes we are healed. He 
t was thar delivered us from the curſe of the law, 
g made g curſe for us. He has purchaſed that 
& which alone can ſubdue our corruptions, ſan- 
2 oyr natures, and * us do walk before 
in newneſs of life. a purchaſed for 


ys fir bewvenly reh has * * a 
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us a new and living way into it, through che vail, | 
char is to ſay, his fleſh. _ 

2. It is the Holy Spirit that applies, and makes 
us partakers of that ſalvation which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed. Ir is he that begins a good work of 
grace in us, and carries it on to perfection. He 
works faith in us, and thereby unites us to Chriſt, 
our living and life-giving head, and makes us par- 

takers of? all rhe betefirs of Chriſt's purchaſe. He 
awakens us out of our ſecurity, convinces us of 
our fin and miſery, enlightens our dark under- 
_ ftandings in the ing knowledge of Chriſt, as 
willing and able to fave to the uttermoſt all that 
come to God by him. Ir is he that ſubdues our 
ſtubborn wills, conquers our phi and per- 
ſwades and enables us to receive Jeſus Chriſt as 
our only Saviour and Lord, according to the terms 
of the goſpel. Ir is by the powerful operation of 
his grace Chriſt is made unto us wiſdom, ightes 
ouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption. 
3. The word is the ordinary mean that the Spi- 
rit makes uſe of in working 4 work of grace in 
the ſoul. By the law he convinces of fin and mi- 
ſery; by the goſpel he enlightens our minds in 
the knowledge of Chriſt : He ſets home the ter- 
rors of the la on conſcience, to awaken us out 
of our ſecurity; and propoſes the motives of the 
goſpel, to perſwade us to flee to Chriſt, our only 
city of refuge. The word is the incorruptible | 
ſeed by which we are born again; and 3 we 
be bo again, we cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. It is the mean by which we are bullt up 
in holineſs and comfort, and are at laſt brought to 
dhe daher * chem a are * N 
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4 Miniſters are inſtruments in the hand of the 
Spirit, for applying the outward means of grace: 
wherefore they are called /abourers together with 
God, 1 Cor. iii. 9. and workers together with God, 
'2 Cor. vi. 1, They are heralds, to publiſh and 
proclaim the glad tidings of ſalvation, the term 
of peace and reconciliation to a loſt world; an 
ambaſladors for Chrift, to perſwade men to ac 
cept of theſe terms, lay down the weapons of their 
warfare, and be reconciled to God. | 
I come now to ſhew what Miniſters may do, 
and ought to do, in order to promote the ſalvation of 
ls. : 
* There are three ways how Miniſters may pro- 
mote the ſalvation of fouls : by their Doctrine; 
by their Practice; by their Prayers. 
Firſt, By their DoFrine. Now, there are two 
things in our teaching we would carefully attend 
to, it we would promote the ſalvation of ſouls : 
1. the matter; 2. the manner. He 
As to the Matter of our teaching, there are 
ſome things we would ſtudy to impreſs the minds 
of the people with; ſome things we would care- 


fully caution ou againſt, as dangerous rocks on 


which many ſouls have ſhipwreck d, and periſhed 
eternally ; of which we muſt warn the people, 
ſetting up beacons as it were upon them, that they 
may be aware of them, and avoid them. I 
Firſt, There are ſome points of great weight 
that we muſt ſtudy to impreſs a deep ſenſe of up- 
on the minds of the people. As, I. We muſt 
ſtudy to impreſs. the people with a deep ſenſe of 
the worth of their ſouls, and beget in them a due 
| concern for them. The ſmall concern People 


/ 
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ſhow about their precious ſouls, is much to be la- 
mented, and a plain evidence of the little ſenſe 
they have of the worth of them. The children 
of men are generally cumbred about many things, 


but neglect the one thing neceſſary: They ſpend 


their money for that which is no bread, and their 
labour for that which ſatisfies not: All their care 
is about the body, where they ſhall lodge, what 
they ſhall eat, what they all drink, and where- 
with they ſhall be clothed. But how little care 
is there about the ſoul ; either what its preſent 
ſtate is, or what its future ſtate ſhall be: what 
ſhall become of it when it goes our of this body, 
and where it ſhall take up its eternal lodging; 
whether in the regions of light, where there is 
falneſs of joy; or in utter darkneſs, where there 
is nothing bur weeping and gnaſhing of teeth! 
Sure, if men had a juſt ſenſe of the worth of their 
ſouls, they would not be fo little concerned about 
their ſtate, either preſent or future. We muſt 
therefore ſtudy to make the people ſenſible of tlie 
true value of their precious ſouls, which they 
throw away for trifles; that they are of a divine 
original, and an immortal nature ; that they are 
_ their principal part, which raiſes them above the 
braces, to a dignity but a little lower than the an- 
gels; that by them they are allied to theſe 9 
ſpirits, capable of conformity to God, and of be- 
ing for ever happy in the eternal enjoyment of 
him, or miſerable 1n being for ever ſhur out of his 
preſence. 3 3 Re: 
2. We muſt ſtudy deeply to impreſs on the 
minds of the people a ſenſe of the vanity of the 
creature, and its utter inſufficiency to * | 


ö 
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happineſs; that God is the chief good, and that 
in him lyes their chief happineſs. All men have 
naturally a keen thirſt after happineſs. It is the 
yoice of nature, Who will ſhew us any good © But 
how groſly are they miſtaken as to the nature o 

true happineſs ! how miſerably bewildered as to 
the way that leads to it! Woe maſt therefore 
ſtudy to ſet the people right as to this matter; let 
them ſee that the creature is but vanity, yea vas 
nity of vanities ; that it is but a broken ciſtern, 
which can-hold no water ; that God is the foun- 
tain of living waters, the inexhauſtible fource 
_ Whence all the ſtreams of happineſs flow ; that 
the creature is neither ſuitable to the nature, nor 
commenſurate to the duration of an immortal ſoul, 
but God is every way ſuitable to both: therefore 
we muſt endeavour to draw their affections off 
from the creature, towards God their proper cen- 
cer. e . 2 FI | 

3. We muſt ſtudy to make deep impreſſions on 
their hearts, of their loſt ſtate by nature, through 
guilt and corruption. Till once people be ſen- 
ſible of this, they will never ſeek aſter a Saviour, 
nor have a juſt value for ſalvation. It is a great 
part of the cure of ſouls, to make them ſenſible 
of their diſeaſe: The whole need not a phyſician, 
. but they that are ſick. We muſt therefore open 
to them their guilt; that they are tranſgreſſors of 
the law, and ſo obnoxious to the curſe of it; that 

i God ſhould mark their iniquities, they could not 
ſtand; that if he ſhould enter into judgment with 
them, they could not be juſtified in his ſight. 
We muſt open unto them the corruption of their 
natures, the blindneſs & their minds, the per- 
5 ] RTE AW Ys . 1. #55 Wn - 


with them, they will never cry out, 
_ Wwe do to be ſaved ?; 22511 
body of fin and death? 
Tenſe of guilt and corruption can give men a juſt 


* 
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verſeneſs of their wills, the carnalicy of their af 
tections, the hardneſs of their hearts and the en- 
mit y that is in them to God and his law; theit 
utter averſeneſs to God and goodnefa, and the 


* 


F e of their natures to that which is 5. 


a word, we muſt ſtudy to acquaine, thefn W 


k All rhe plagues of their hearts. Till once men be 


made ſenſible of theſe things, and deeply affected 
r Mar Jha 


ball deliver us from this 
lothing elſe but à deep 


notion of the worth of atoning blood and renè w- 


ing grace. While men think chemſelves increaſed 


in gbods, and ſtanding in need of nothing, they 
will never come to Chrift, and buy of him gold 
tried in the fire to enrich them, white raiments to 


dleche them, and ee-falve to anoint their eyes, 
that they may ſee, Whilſt they are crying, Peace, 


Peace, to them ves, they will never betake them 


ſelves to Chriſt the peace-maker. We muſt thete= 
fore endeavour to awaken them out of their ſecu- 


rity, and make chem ſenſible of their danger; by 
ſetting the terrors of God before them, and repre⸗ 
ſenting to them that wrath of God that ts reveal- 
ed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and un- 
righteouſneſs of men, and will infallibly come ups 
on the children of diſobedience ; and that in or- 


Cer to their flying to Chrift, who alone can deli- 


ver them from the wrath that is to come. 


4. In order to promote the falyation of ſouls, 


Dor M4 of = gp 2 
we mult acquaint them with the neceſſity of a ſa- 


Ving Aae ba of de ſtate and temper. Firit, 
Of their ſtate ; That t 


eir ſtate by nature is a ſtate 
C PoE Ro 
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4 * * condemnation; He that believeth not; 
is condemned already, John | ii. 18. That they ate 
under the curſe ot, God's law, Which they have 
broken; for it is written, Curſed is every one hat 
continueth nor in all things that. are written in the 
* book of the law' to do them, Gal. if. 10. and while 
they continue in that ſtate, they muſt infallibly 
be miſerable: They muſt either be; juſtified freel 
E $:grace through the reden erer that is 1 
it, and Then there is tio coridemifiation to them; 
or fall under the ſentence of his juſtice for ever ; 
for though God hath declared” Bimſelf the Lord, 
The Lord meroiful and gracious, Pardoning | iniquity, 
Jet he will We no means clear the guilry. And 
as there muft be a change of their fare, 10 alſo of 
the temper and diſpoſirion of their fouls. It were 
but a poor falyation, to deliver men ftom tlie pu- 
niſhment of their fins; While they ill continue 
under the per and dominion of them. We muſt 
therefore open unto them the neceſſity of conver- 
fon and regeneration; that except they be con- 
verted and bofn again, they *arinot enter into rhe 
kingdom of God. It is as inconfiſtent with the 
purity of the divirie nature to receive an unrene w- 
ed corrupt foul into heaven, as with his juſtice to 
receive a guilty. While gullty, we are unwor- 
thy of heaven; while corrupt; unmeer for it. Souls 
therefore ruſt: be Tetiewed- aud parified, 52 5 
they can enter within the ates of the new Fern- 
falem, where no unclean ing can enter: the 
muſt be partakers of the divine nature, before the 
can de admitted into tellowthip With a holy God. 
J. If we would promotè the falvation of ſouls, 
we muſt 1155 * , co Ohriſt, the author 11 
35 etern 
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eternal falvation. And, to engage arid encourage 
them to come to him, we muſt let them know, 
That he is the only Saviour, neither is there ſal- 
vation in any other; for there is none other name 

under heaven given among men whereby we muſt 
be ſaved: he is the only Mediator between God 
and man; and no man can come to the Father, 
but by him: That as he is the only, ſo he is an 
all- ſufficient Saviour; he is able to fave them to 
the uttermoſt that come unto God by him: he has 


fulneſs of merit to purchaſe their pardon and peace 


x . 


with God; he has fulneſs of grace to ſanctify and 
renew their natures, and ſo make them meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
and to keep them by the power of it through faith 
unto ſalvation: That he is willing, as well as able 
to fave them; for he has declared, that whoever 
comes to him, he will in no ways caft them out: 
he invites the weary and heavy laden to come to 
him, and has promiſed them reſt uuto their ſouls, 
We. muſt therefore direct them to his atoning 
blood, as the only propitiation for ſin; to his perfect 
righteouſneſs, as that through which alone they can 
ſtand juſtified before the tribunal of a righteous 
God, atid be accepted of him; to his powerful 
grace, which alone can ſubdue their ſtrong cor- 
ruptions, ſanctify their corrupt natures, and en- 
able them to walk and perſevere in à courſe of 
holy obedience, till at laſt they be prefented be- 
fore God, not having ſpot or wrinkle, but holy and 
without blemiſh, and received into theſe manſions 
of glory where they ſhall dwell with God for e- 
J ¼ÄÄT— 8 
6. We „* diſtinctly and ans | 
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e God, contrary 


'A 


ord Jeſps Chriſt. We 


ion of his holy law; and the ruin of their 


How by acceptin g and reſti 
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| ions, govern them by his word and Spirit, 


and defend them againſt all their ſpiritual enemies, 


till ar laſt he confer eternal ſalvarion on them. We 


muſt ſhow them, that faith is a grace that purifies 
the heart, and is fruitful in good Works; that faith 


that hath not works is dead, being alone; and 
that ſuch a faith cannot fave them. And as we 
gut open the nature of theſe terms of ſalvation, 


ſo we muſt direct the people w that grace by which 


lone they can be enabled to perform them: ſhew- 
ing, that it is God who has promuſed to take a- 
way the heart of ftone, and give a heart of fleſh ; 
that Chriſt is exalted to be a Prince and a Savipup 
to give repentance ; that faith is not of themſelves, 


it is the gift of God; and that therefore they are 
to ſeek theſe things of God by prayer. 


7. We muſt carefully impreſs the minds of the 


* 


people with a deep ſenie of the neceſfiry of hali- 


neſs and good works. We muſt 75 to them, 
that without holineſs none can ke the Lord. We 
muſt always reckon it a faithful ſaying, and what 


we are always to affirm, That they who have be- 


lieved in God, be careful to maintain good works. 
We muſt ſhow them, that even the blood of Chriſt, 


though of infinite value and virtue, cannot fave 
Cal whoſe hearts and lives are diſconformed to 
A 


law of God, while they de ſo: that 


they, are only bleſſed who do God's command» 


ents; they only haye right to the tree of life; 


they only ſhall enter in through the gates into the 
-. The Pere of good works is diſagreeable to 
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ſtles underſtood how to preach the goſpel. Some 
want to have only the ſweets of the goſpel preach- 
ed unto them; they cannot endure thete doctrines 
that croſs their corrupt appetites. . Bur to fuch I 
muſt fay, in the words of the Apoſtle Paul, Gal. 
vi. 7; 8. Be not deceived; God is not mocked * for 
whatſoever a man ſoweth, that (ball he alſo reap. 
For be that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap 
Corruption hut he that ſaweth to the Spirit, ſhall of 
the Spirit reap life everlaſting. This doctrine then 
of the neceſſity of good works, we muſt preach, 
whether men will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear. Were not holineſs and good works the end 
of Chriſt's death? Did he not die, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works? 
Is not this the proper and native effect of his grace? 
Are we not created in Chriſt to good works, that 
we ſhould walk in them? We muſt therefore 
teach the people hat the grace of God that brings 
ſalvation teaches them; to deny all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſſy 
and godly in this preſent world. Nor muſt we 
reſt in general recommendations of holineſs, but 
deſcend to the particular vertues and graces of the 
Chriſtian life, and exhort the people to add to 
their faith, vertue; and to vertue, knowledge; ES 
and. to knowledge, temperance; and to tempe- 
ratice, patience ;. and to patience, gadlineſs; and 
to godlineſs, brotherly kindnefs; and to brother 


b 


ly kindneſs, charity: I might add humility, meek-' 
neſs, ſelt-denial, abſtractedneſs from a. preſent 
world, and heavenly-mindednęſs. We muſt o- 

pen the nature of theſe vertues, —— 
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for love is the fulfilling of the law, and the whole 
law is fulfilled in this word, Love. 
n II” I REG 7 Denn » 7 FLOSLY 4246 ??3 < 8. We 
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S8. We muſt dire the people to the grace of 
God in Chriſt, by which alone they can be enabled 
to all holy obedience; and to the merits of Chrift, 
through which alone their obedience can be ac- 
cepred. We muſt make them ſenſible of their 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of themſelves for any 
good word or work, and teach them the neeeſſit 
ot depending on the divine grace. We muſt ſhow 
them, that without Chriſt they can do nothing; 
and that except up abide in him, and he in chem, 
they cannot bring forth fruit; but if they abide it 
him, and he in them, they ſhall bring forth 55 
fruit: for without him they can do nothing; but 
through him ue them, they can do all. 
Vet we muſt carefully caution them 755 abu» 
fing this do&rine, of the neceſſity of the aids of 
divine grace, to ſloth and lazineſs, as if they were 
to do nothing, and God were to do all. We muſt 
ſhow them, that the only way to obtain further 
meaſures of grace, is to improve What they have 
teceived: For unto every one that hath ſhall be gi- 
ven, and he ſhall have abundance ; but from him 
that path not fi be taken away, even that which 
he hath, Matth. xxv. 29. and exhort them to ex- 
ert all their powers in working out their ſalvation, 
and give all diligence to make their calling and e- 
. ͤ ao] 
. 8. We muſt preſs upon them the practice of 
holineſs, aud of the particular graces of the Chri- 
ſian life, by all thoſe powerful motives that either 
reaſon or revelation erde We muſt ſhow them, 


4 


that it tends to purify and refine their natures, to 
dignify them and make them honourable, more 
excellent than their heighbours ; that it will * | 
8 . dout 
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dound to their profit and advantage both here and 
hereafter, for in keeping of God's commands ther? 
is an exteeding great reward, Pal. xix. 11. and 
godlineſs is profitable unto all things; baving promiſe 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to tome; 
We muſt ſer before them the great and precious 
promiſes of rhe goſpel, to excite their diligence in 
dleanſing themſelves from all pollution of fleſh 
and fpirit, and perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
the Lord; the infinite love of God in Chriſt, to 
work upon their ingenuity, and excite their gra- 
titude; rhe terrors of hell, to work upon their 
fear, 15 them, that if they live after the fleſh, 
they ſhall die; and rhe joys of heaven, to influ- 
ence their hopes. We muſt exhort them to have 
reſpect to the recompence of reward, that they _ 
pea i faint in their Chriſtian courſe; by faith 
to Took to that crown of glory which the fighte- 
ous Judge thalt beſtow upon them at his appear- 
ance, to animate them with zeal and vigour it 
their Chriſtian race. Tn a word, we muſt Exhofr 
them not to weary in welEdoing, ſeeing in due 
time they ſhall reap if they faint not; but to he 
ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abounding in the 
Vork of the Lofd, knowing that their labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord. - Fe 
Theſe heads I have mentioned are the good old 
diviniry, the great points of Chriſtian doctrine de- 
livered in the Scriprures of trurh,” taught by the 
firſt preachers of Chriftianiry, and revived by out 
worthy Reformers ; which T hope all the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of Scotland will ever adhere 
to: and God grant they may be handed down to 
the lateſt poſteriry. TEES things we * 
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- by to impreſs upon the minds of the people, it we 
would promote their eternal ſalvation. There are 
alſo ſome things we muſt caution them againſt in 
order to this: As, Mö; ee eee 

1. Againſt entertaining prejudices againſt reli- 
gion: that ſerious religion would be a damp to 
all their joys, an unreaſonable reſtraint upon their 
liberty, and a hindrance to all their profits and 
- advantages in a world; fill them with ſorrow and 
ſadneſs, put an intolerable yoke on their necks, 
and reduce them to want, if not beggary. We 
mutt ſhow them, That theſe are unreaſonable pre- 
judices, that have no foundation in the nature of 
the thing: That religion forbids them no pleaſure 
but what has. a deadly ſting in it, tends to pain, 
yea everlaſting rorment : That religion affords the 
trueſt and moſt laſting joy, pleaſures moſt refined, 
and ſuited to the nature of the ſoul ; Wiſdom's ways 
(lays the Wiſeman) are ways of pleaſautneſs, and 
all her paths are peace. That religion delivers from 
the vileſt ſlavery, and reſtores to the trueſt liber- 
ty; for till the Son make us free from the tyran- 
nous power of Satan and ſin, we are never free 
indeed: That God's commands are not grievous; 
on the contrary, Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, his burden 
light: That religion tends to our real profit and 
greateſt advantage in its own nature and the wiſe 
providence of God, having the promiles of the lite 
that now is and that which is to come. 

2. Againſt carnal ſecurity in an unconverted and 
impenitent ſtate. Alas, how many of our hearers 
are {leeping ſoundly on the very brink of deſtru- 
Eton ! Though there be nothing betwixt them 
and eternal ruin but the brittle thread of Wire yet 
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how ſecure are they! They are crying, Peace, 
Peace, to themſelves, while deſtruction is at hand. 
Out of compaſſion to their periſhing ſouls, we muſt 
ſtudy to awaken them, and perſwade them to flee 
from the wrath to come. 

3. Againſt delaying their repentance. How ma- 
ny penitents in purpoſe are this day in the place of 
endleſs miſery! They deſigned to repent ſome time 
or other, bur put ir off from time to time. Thus 
it was with Augu/tine, as he tells us in his Confeſſi= 
ons, when God was calling him to repent, When 
he could not refuſe the reaſonableneſs of the call, 
yet he put off and delayed complying with it: 
Modo, ecce modo, {ine paululum; Juſt now, juſt now, 
let me alone a little. But as he tells us, Sed mo- 
do & modo non habebat modum, & fine paululum 
in longum ibat ; His juft now, juſt now, was never 
like to have an end, and his Jet me alone à little 

was like to continue for a long time. Thus it is 
with many, till at laft death ſnatches them away, 
and they loſe the opportunity for ever. O] then, 
let us, by all the powerful motives we can, ex- 
hort men to ſet about repentance without delay; 
to day to hearken to God's gracious call, and not 
harden their hearts againſt him. Above all things, 
let us caution them againſt truſting to a death=bed 
repentance, I will not ſay any thing againſt the 
validity of a death-bed repentance, and how far 
it may be accepted of God: I doubt not bur even 
then God can make men monuments of the power 

of his ſovereign grace, and the riches of his infi- 
nite mercy. But we muſt by all means ſhow the 
people, what a deſperate risk they run who put 
off their repentance till a dying hour; how ex- 

i r tremely 
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tremely hazardous it is, ſeeing repentance then is 
rarely ſincere, and can hardly ever be comtort- 
able: Therefore let us earneſtly exhort the peo- 
ple, as Rabbi Elieser did his ſcholars, to r 


the e they die: who, being asked by 
them, IH a man might know the day of his death ! 
anſwered, 'Therefore let a man repent every day, 
becauſe he knows not what day he ſhall die. S 
let us exhort the people to repent without delay, 
leeing every day may be their lait day, and nq 
man can tell what a day may bring fort. 
4. (Thar may only niention the of things) 
Let us caution them againſt truſting to their own 
works, as meritorious. of juſtification and ſalva- 
tion: againſt truſting to an outward profeſſion, 
without the inward power of godlineſs, and the 
outward fruits of ir, holineſs in all manner of con- 
verſation: againſt truſting to a barren and inette- 

cual faith, and preſumptuous reliance on the mer- 
cy. of God and the merits of Chriſt, while the 
heart is impenitent and the life unreformed: a- 
gainſt allowing themſelves in any known ſin, or 
the neglect of any known duty; particularly, ar 

ainſt thoſe ſins which are as it were peculiar to 
hypocritical and Phariſaical profeſſors of religion, 
pride, conceit of themſelves, deſpiſing others, ſay- 
ing, Stand by, I am bolier than thou 7 againſt ſlane 
der, detraction and evil-ſpeaking; we muſt ſhow-. 
them, that if any man among them ſeem to be re- 
ligious, and bridles not his tongue, that man's rer 
ligion is vain, and he deceives his own foul, We. 
muſt caution them againſt placing religion in Jeſſer 
marrers, that are far removed from the vitals of 
Frye religion, while hey negle® the weichrier 


matters; 
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matters; or matters of doubtful diſputation, which 
ender ftrifes rather than tend to ec 
-A againſt blind zeal and a. miſinformed con- 
ſeience, which many times hurry men on to aCtis 
ons ry mm both with reafon and religion: a- 
gainſt the love of the world, and conformity to 
the vain and corrupt courſes of ir: In a word, a- 
gainſt every thing that is contrary to, or inconſiſt- 
ent. with the pure and undefiled religion of the 
poly Jeſus in its life and power. 
I pruceed now to the ſecond thing with reſpect 
co this firſt head, viz. the Manner ot reaching, in 


order to promote this great end, the ſalvation of 


ſouls, And there are thele three things I men- 
tion: The manner of our teaching mutt be plain, 
that our doctrine may be underſtood ; methodi- 
cal, that it may be remembred; grave, warm and 
affectionate, that it may make impreſſions on the 
hearts of thoſe that hear us. 


1. It muſt be plain, fitted to the capacities of 


the audience. As the matter of our teaching 
muſt not be obſcure intricate q ee but the 
| plain truths of God; ſo the manner 

muſt be with the greareſt plainneſs, ſo as we may 


 condeſcend to the capacities of the meaneſt of our 


hearers, We muſt avoid all abſtract reaſoning, 
which cannot well be nnderſtood even by a few, 


but is entirely loſt on the generaliry. We muſt 


abſtain from ſtrange te and great e 
words of vanity ; but plainneſs and  fmplicity 


ſtile ought to run "through all our diſcourſes: ite 
we but teach men to be ignorant, and inſtruct 
them how to know nothing; for it is RM ö 
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Rand. For this manner of teaching, we have the 
authority of one of the beſt of Preachers next to 
our bleſſed Saviour, the Apoſtle Paul who, tho 
he was of all the Apoſtles the moſt learned, and 
though he ſpoke with more tongues than any of 
them; yet declares, that in the Church he had 
rather ſpeak five words with his underſtanding, 
that ſo he might teach others, than a thouſand 
words in an unknown tongue: for he knew, that 
the deſign of preaching was not to amuſe people 
with ſounds, bur to intorm their judgments, to a- 
waken their conſciences, to reform their hearts and 
lives. And I am perſwaded, there is not one Mi- 
niſter of the goſpel, who is ſerious and faithful, 
who has the honour of Chriſt and the ſaving of 
fouls at heart, but will be entirely of the Apoſtle's 
mind. A plain Scripture ſtile is moſt becoming 
the pulpit; nor do the truths of God ever appear 
in a better dreſs, than when delivered in words, 
not which man's wiſdom teaches, but in which 
the Holy Ghoſt has delivered them to us. A flo- 
rid ſtile may pleaſe upon the ſtage, and divert an 
audience; but does not at all become the pulpit. 
2. Our teaching muſt be diſtinct and methodi- 
cal, that the people may remember it. As teach- 
ig that ts not underſtood can never be the mean 
of faving ſouls, ſo neither teaching that is not re- 
membred : 1 Cor. xv. 2. By which alſo ye are ſa- 
ved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you. 
Therefore, as the people ought to give the more 
earneſt heed to the'things they hear, left at any 
time they ſhould let them flip or run out like a 
leaking veſſel; ſo we ought to uſe all proper means 
to nyet our doctrine in their minds. One way to 
** | anwer 
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anſwer this end, is to divide our diſcourſes into 
diſtinct, proper and natural heads. Without ſuch 
proper holds and ſtages, people will be at a vaſt 
loſs to remember what is taught: therefore looſe 
and general barangues, or in a concealed method, 
are by no means fit for a popular audience, or ca- 
pable to be retained by the greateſt part of hear- 
ers. Such ſoft, eaſy and gentle diſcourſes, that 
flow ſmoothly, without being divided into diſtinct 
heads, may pleaſe and divert people for the time; 
but they go in at the one ear and out at the o- 
ther: it is almoſt impoſſible, that any thing of 
them ſhould. be remembred. Perhaps ſome few 
of better capacity may perceive the connexion, 
and diſcern the thread of the diſcourſe, though 
finely ſpun; but all is loſt on the generality. To 
thoſe that have moſt need of inſtruction, and per- 
haps deſire moſt to be inſtructed, it is all amuſe- 
ment: little they can underſtand, and leſs they 


can remember. 


” 


3. As our teaching muſt be plain, that it may 
be underſtood ; diſtinct and methodical, that it 
may be remembred : ſo it ought to be grave, 
warm and affectionate, that it may make impreſſi- 
on on the hearts of thoſe that hear us. If we con- 
ſider either the temper of our hearers, or the er- 
rand we come upon, we will clearly. perceive, 
not only the decency and fitneſs, but the neceſſi- 
ty of this. A great many of our hearers are la- 
bouring under a natural and contracted hardneſs 
and inſenſibility, that it is not eaſy to make the 
leaſt impreſſion upon them: or, it at any time 
ſome ſmall impreſſion be made, as was on Felix by 
the preaching of Pau, they have a woful and per 
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veiſe elaſlieuy, tis 1 may call it, in their teinpef; 


the impreſſion quickly wears off, and they return 
to theit former ſtupidiry. Therefore we ought to 
ſtudy, by our grave; warm and affectionate way 
of preaching, to make the impreſſion as deep and 
aſting as we can. 1 = 
The etrand we come upon is of the laſt mo- 
ment. It is no ſmall matter, to ſtand in the face 
of a congregation, and there deliver from the li- 
ving God, in the name of our Redeemet, a mets 
tage of falvation or damnation to periſhing ſinners. 
May ſuch perſons be treated with, and fuch a meſ- 
fage delivered, in a eold and indifferent manner? 
Do not both call for warmth and zeal? It is not 
| Enough, that we inform the judgments, and en- 
lighten the heads of our hearers? we muſt ſtady 
to awalten their conſciences, move their affections, 
and biaſs theit wills. Out teaching therefore, e- 
Tpecially in application, ſhould be be with ſuch an 
aftectionate pathos, as may ſhow, that it comes 
from the heart of the ſpeaker ; that he ſpeaks, be- 
cauſe he believes; and ſo may tend to reach the 
Hearts of the heaters. Melchior Adam, in the life 
of Bucholter, ſays of that exeellent man, that he 
nevef went into the pulpit, but he raiſed in his 
audience what affections he pleaſed. Of this way 
of preaching we have many examples in Scripture: 
Fonly mention one of the Apoftle Paul, 2 Cor. v. 
After he had laid down the doctrine ver. 18, 19. 
What warmthiof affection does he deliver it! with 
what ſtrength of motive does he enforce it! Now ñ 
Men we are -ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though Gο 
vid beſcec h jou by us ; we pray ou in Chriff's ſteud, 
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te ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be- 


Nin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be made 


| the righteouſneſs of God in him. When I ſpeak of 


warmth of affection in teaching, I do not mean 
noiſe and violence of pronunciation, bur ſuch as 
is calm and ſedate. Our diſcourfes muſt not come 
from us like a violent torrent, that carries down 
all before it; but like a thick gentle ſhower, that 
ſinks into the earth, and ſoftens ir. Foes 


I proceed now to the ſecond way how Minifters 


may promote the falvation of ſouls, namely, by 
their Practice. For can the people believe what 


we ſpeak, or be influenced by our preaching, it 


our practice be contradictory? The Apoſtle Fames 
ſays, Be doers of the word, and not hearers only - 


So, if we would be inſtruments in promoting the 


ſalvation of ſouls, let us be practiſers of the word, 


and nor preachers only; let us take heed that our 
example do not give the lie to our doctrine: elſe ' 
we lay ſtumbling-blocks before the people; and, 


Inſtead of promoting their ſalvation, harden them 
in their ſins, and may prove the occaſion of their 


eternal ruin. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, free 


from thoſe vices he reproves in others, and tells 


chem the danger of. Can the people believe us, 


when we tell them that the wages of ſin is death, 
and that a chain of miſeries both in this lite and 
that to come will be the certain conſequence of 


their continuing impenitently in ſin, while. they 


ſee us continuing in thoſe very vices for which we 


tell them the wrath of God comes on the children 
of diſobedience? If then we would convince the 
people of the evil nature and bitter fruits of ſin, 


let us forſake the practice of it our ſelves. Not 
| : a E ; " that 
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that Miniſters can be free from failings ; they are 
not angels, but men, expoſed to the tame tempta- 
tions, and of like paſſions with others: but they 
ought to watch the more, and never allow them- 
ſelves in the habitual and deliberate practice of 
any known vice; yea a oe to abſtain from 
all appearance bt evil. This will capacitate them 
to be reprovers of others, and ſhow that they are 
in earneſt when they do. 
And as a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, ſo he muſt 
be a pattern of good works, an enlample to the 
flock, a pattern of every Chriſtian vertue, that ſo 
he uy recommend the practice of religion by his 
example as well as his doctrine. Therefore, if 
we would promote the ſalvation of the fouls of 
the people, let us be examples of the believers 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in faith, in 
purity ; let us convince them by our holy lives, 
and the practice of every Chriſtian grace, that re- 
ligion is a thing to be choſen, and of abſolute ne- 
cellity to happineſs. We muſt not be like the 
Pharilees, that bind heavy burdens on other mens 
ſhoulders, but would not touch them themſelves: 
we muſt take on the fame yoke of Chrift that we 
exhort them to take on; and thus convince them 
that we preſs no duties upon them but what Go. 
| has made neceſſary by his expreſs command, and 
eaſy by the aids of his grace. We muſt not only 
point out holineſs to them, as the way to happi- 
neſs ; but we muſt go before them in the path, 
that we may be able to ſpeak to the people as the 


e 


Ahpoſtle Paul, Be ye followers of us, even as we allo 
are of Chrift; What qe have ſeen in us, do and 
appeal to them as he does 1 7, helſ ii. 10. 7 are 
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evitneſſes, and God alſo, how holih and juſtly, and 


munblameably we behaved our ſelves among you that bo- 


liepe. | 


And ſo I come to the third way how Miniſters 


may promote the falvation of ſouls, viz. by their 
Prayers. And, without this, all our other pains 
may prove to no purpoſe ; we may labour in vain, 
and ſpend our ſtrength for nought : for the ſucceſs 
of all our labours depends upon the influence of 
the divine grace. Without this, all our preach- 
ing, all our practiſing will be but as water ſpilt 

upon the ground: Except the Lord build the 
Houſe, the builders build in vain : Paul may plant, 


U 


Apollos may water; God alone can give the in- 


. creaſe. Now, this divine grace is only to be ob- 
tained by prayer. God has indeed promiſed his 
Holy Spirit; hut it is to them that ask it: He 
gives grace freely; but it is to them that ſeek it. 
Me muft therefore be humble ſupplicants at the 
throne of grace in behalf of our people, That God 
would fend down his Holy Spirit, to accompany 
the means of grace, and render them effectual for 
the ſalvation of their ſouls; that when we fow the 
2 ſeed of his word, he would water it by the 
influences of his Spirit, that it may take deep root 
in the hearts of the hearers, and bring forth fruit 
abundantly in their lives, to the praiſe of the glo- 
ry of his grace. — oc 


III. I now proceed to the third thing propoſed, 
Jo offer ſome conſiderations, why the ſalvation of ſouls 


ought to be the chief aim and deſire, the earneſt prayer 


aud endeavour 4, the Miniſters of the goſpel. 


And the fr conſideration I offer, is, the wu | 
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and worth of fouls. How precious and excellent 
is the ſoul! I may ſay of it as Fob ſays of wit- 
dom, chap. xxvill. 15, 19. It cannot be gotten 
for gold, neither (pall ſilver be weighed far the price 
Fhbereof. It cannot he valued with the gold of Ophir, 
with the precious onyx, or the ſapphire. The gold ang 
the cryſtal cannot equal it, and the exchange of it 
ſhall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention ſhall 
be made of coral, or of pearls : for the price of the 
Joul is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia ſball 
not equal it, neither ſhall it be valued with pure gold. 
Man 1s the moft excellent part of the lower crear 
tion. The foul, the moſt excellent part of man, 
its excellency does appear; 1, In its original. It 


is of divine deſcent. The body, however curir 
ouſly wrought, is of the earth; it was farmed out 


of the duſt : but the ſoul is the immediate produ- 


Etion of the Father of ſpirits ; When God had 


formed man's body out of the duſt, he breathed 
into his noſtrils the breath of life; and man be- 


came a living foul. 2. In its ſpiritual nature. The 


body, as it is of the earth, ſo in its nature it is 
earthy, groſs and compounded ; but the ſoul is of 
a pure, ſimple and uncompounded nature. 3. In 
its immortal duration, As the body is of the 
earth, and earthy; ſo it muſt reſolve into earth a- 
gain, and be crumbled into its firſt principles in a 
little time: but the foul has no principles of cor- 


ruption in it. It dies not with the body, bur is of | 


immortal and everlaſting duration ; 'The duft re- 
turns into the duſt, as it was but the ſpirit, un- 


to God that gave it, 4, The excellency of the 
ſoul appears in the noble faculties and admirable 


powers wherewith it is endowed, How noble, 


and 
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and even angelical a power is that of underſtand- 
ing ! Ir receives and forms 1deas, compares one 
with another, obſerves their agreeableneſs or diſ- 
agreeableneſs: it can reaſon, inter, reflect, carry 
on a chain of thoughts with a clear connexion, and 
lay up a vaſt ſtock and treaſure of knowledge: it 
can diſcern betwixt truth, and falſhood, good and 
evil, and direct the will in its choice. The will 
is another faculty of the ſoul, the principle of free- 
dom; without which we would be incapable of 
yertue or reward. It is like a Queen fitting on 
her throne, and ſwaying the ſceptre of liberry in 
her hand; with all the affections waiting and at- 
tending upon her. It can chuſe or refuſe, and, by 
a ſort of ſovereign empire, check and controul the 
moſt violent and impetuous inclinations of the ſen- 
fitive appetite. The memory is the ſtorehouſe of 
knowledge, where the ſoul lays up its ſtock. The 
conſcience, a ſelt-refleCting principle; whereby 
the ſoul can judge its own actions; accuſe or ex- 
cuſe, acquit or condemn itſelf, according as it has 
done good or evil. 5; Let us view the ſoul in its 
actings. How quick and nimble ! how vigorous 
and indefarigable ! how vaſt and comprehenſive 
are its actings! It can penetrate into the ſecrets 
of nature, and reach where the vulture's eye hath 
not ſeen : it can ſurvey the whole ſyſtem of cres 
ated beings; yea aſcend above them, and con- 
template him who is Being itſelf, and the glorious 
Author of all being. 6. If we conſider the ſoul 
in its capacities, how incomparably excellent does 
it appear! The body lives and moves in the low= 
er region of the ſenſes, that are common with the 

brutes, yea the worms that crawl on the * A 
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nt the ſoul is capable of conformity to God, and 
communion with him in grace and glory. It was 
at firſt formed after his image: and though his i- 
mage was defaced by the fall, yet it is capable of 
having it again repaired and reſtored in it, and be- 
ing for ever happy in the enjoyment of God; they 
Mall be made like him, and ſhall ſee him as he is. 
Laſtly, Let us view the ſoul in its comparative ex- 
cellency. The world, with all its pleaſures, pro- 
fits and grandeurs, how big does it look in the 
eyes of carnal men! but, when laid in balance 
with the ſoul, it will appear lighter than vaniry. 
Our Saviour, who well knew the worth of fouls, 
compares them together, and declares that the gain 
of the whole world could not compenſate the loſs 
of the ſoul : What is a man profited, 5 he ſhall gain 
abe whole world, and loſs his own foul © or what ſhall 
a man give in exchange for his ſoul ? Matth. xvi. 26, 
intimating, that ſuppoſing the caſe, which never 
Has exiſted or- can exift, that a man ſhould gain 
the whole world at the rate of loſing his ſoul, in- 
ſtead of being a gainer, he loſes by the bargain, 
Seeing then the ſoul is ſo ineſtimably precious, its 
worth and excellency 10 vaſtly great; how ought 
this to excite our moſt earneſt deſires, and engage 
us to uſe our utmoſt endeavours, to prevent its e- 
ternal ruin, and promote its eternal {alvarion ! 
A ſecond confideration, why the ſaving of ſouls 
© eught to be the chief aim and the earneſt endea- 
vour of the Miniſters of the goſpel, is, that the 
falvation of ſouls is a thing well pleaſing and ace 
ceptable to God, It was the ſubject of his couu- 


ſels of grace from eternity; there was a purpoſe | 
of grace before the world began: it is the end A 
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all his diſpenſations of grace in time; he is long» 
ſuffering, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance; he has ſworn 
that he has no pleaſure in the deſtruction of ſin- 
ners, but would rather they ſhould turn and live; 
he calls and invites to repentance; he is ready to 
receive the penitent upon their return, to ſhew 
mercy to them, and abundantly pardon them. 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſpoke three ſeveral parables, 
recorded Luke xv. and the ſcope of all the three 
is, to ſhow how acceptable and well pleaſing ro 
God the repentance and ſalvation of ſinners is: 
There is joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
penteth. The great God himſelf rejoyceth there- 
in, as it tends to advance the glory of his rich 
mercy and almighty grace, and promote the hap- 
pineſs of his reaſonable creature. Now, ſeeing the 
ſalvation of ſouls is ſo aceeptable and well ꝓlea- 

fing to God our Maſter, ought it not to engage 
the moſt earneſt deſires and diligent endeavours of 
thoſe who profeſs to be his ſervant ?? 
_ Thirdly, This is the great end for which Chriſt 
came into the world, and of all he did and ſuffer- 
ed while in it. He came to call ſinners to repent- 
ance, to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt. He 
came not into the world to condemmn the world; 
but that the world through him might be ſaved. 
This is that faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Chriſt came to ſave ſinners. For 
this end he came down from heaven, and taber- 
nacled among men; he clothed himſelf with the 
rags of our humanity, and was made in the like 
neſs of ſinful fleſu. For this end he made himſelf 
of no reputation; took on him the form of a ſer- 
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vant ; humbled himſelf, and became obedient un 

to death, even the death of the croſs. For this 
end, though he was the Lord of glory, he lived a 

mean and miſerable life, and ſubmitted to a ſname- 

ful, painful and accurſed death. If we have any 
love to Chriſt, let us teſtify it by ſtudying to pro- 
mote the great defign of his incarnation, humili- 
ation and death. He ſays to Peter, Loveſt thou 
me? and as a teſtimony of his love to him, he 
bids him feed his ſheep. What a rate did Chriſt 
value ſouls at! He thought them worth his blood 
and ſufferings; and ſhall not we think them worth 
our labour and care ?: | 

Fourthly, Let us conſider how unweariedly a a- 
Rive all the enemies of ſouls are to ruin and deſtroy 
them. Their adverſary the devil is ſtill going a- 
bout, either as a rori "g lion ſeeking to devour 
them, or as a cunning ſerpent to deceive them : 
the world, with all irs allurements, is ever ready 
to bewitch them: the fleſh, that home- born ene- 
my, to betray them; all conſpiring to hinder and 
defeat their ſalvation, and promote their everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction. Shall then the Miniſters of the 
goſpel be unconcerned, ſlothful and negligent? 
Ought they not to uſe their moſt unwearied en- 
deavours to prevent their ruin, and pioinore their 
everlaſting happineſs ? 

Fifth, This is the great end and deſign of a 
goſpel- miniſtry. For this end Chriſt, the Saviour 
of ſouls, when he aſcended up on high, ſettled 
ſuch an order of men in the Church; for the con- 
verſion of finners, for the edification of ſaints : 


for the perfecting of the ſaints in the work of the mi- 


2 for the edifying 9g the body f ts Epheſ. 
py iv. 12. 
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Iv. 12. by adding new members to it, and promo» 
ting the ſpiritual growth of thoſe who are already 
united. For this end is the word of reconciliati- 
on committed unto them, that, as ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, they might pray and beſeech men to be re- 
conciled unto God. Now, if this be the great 
end of our office, ought we not to purſue it with 
the greateſt concern and diligence? | 
Sixthly, Let us conſider the relation we ſtand in 


to ſouls, and the account we muſt make to God 


for them. We watch for fouls as thoſe that muſt 
give an account: we are watchmen for ſouls. As 
God ſays to Ezekiel, chap. iii. 17. ſo he ſays to e- 
very Miniſter of the goſpel; I have made thee a 

watchman, Now, it is the watchman's duty, to 

be folicitouſly concerned for the preſervation. of 
that which is committed to his charge, to foreſee 
any danger it may be expoſed to, to give warn- 
ing, and uſe all proper means to ward off and pre- 
vent the evil threarned : ſo Miniſters of the goſpel 

ought to be ſolicitous about the ſouls committed 

to their charge, obſerve the danger they are ex- 
poſed to, and give them fair warning. Therefore 
they ſhould not be negligent, ſlothful and uncon- 
cerned: but, as Hodore of Peluſium ſays, they 
ſhould be all eye, ſeeing every thing, neglecting 
nothing that reſpects the weal or hurt of ſouls; 
and the rather, that they muſt give an account to 

God for them; what is become of the fouls o' m- 
mitted to their truſt, whether any have periſhed - 
eternally through their default, Whether any of 
them have been converted and built up in their 
moſt holy faith by their miniſtry. If Miniſters be 
negligent and give not * God will 
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the blood off ſouls at their hand: if they give 
faithful warning, though the people periſh, yet the 
Miniſters have delivered their own ſouls 
© Seventhly, (and I add no more) To excite us to 
a ſerious concern and zealous endeavour for the 
{alvation of fouls, let us conſider the reward of it. 
The work is glorious, to ſave a ſoul from death; 
the reward no leſs glorious. Such Miniſters, when 
Chriſt the great Shepherd of the ſheep ſhall appear, 
ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not a- 
way: Such as turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars in heaven for ever and ever. 


IV. I come now to make ſome fort application. 
And, Fir, If the ſaving of fouls oughr ro be the 
chief aim and deſire, the earneſt prayer and endea- 
vour of the Miniſters of the goſpel; then we may 

remember our faults this day. Surely it becomes 
us, whom God has honoured ta be his ambaſſa- 
dors, to preach to periſhing ſinners the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, to beſeech them in his ſtead-to be 
reconciled to God, ſeriouſly to lay it to heart, and 
be deeply humbled in the ſight of God for our ma- 
nifold ſhort-comings in this matter, that we have 
not had the ſaving of fouls ſo much on our hearts 
and before our eyes, in our miniſtrations, as we 
-oughr. How oft has ſelf mixed with our perform- 
ances ! Have we never preached, rather to pleaſe 

our people, and gain applauſe from them, and a 
following after our ſelves; than to profit them, and 
promote the ſalvation of their ſouls? Have we ne- 
ver vented our own paſſions, and endeavoured to 
flir their paſſion, in matters that were far from ha- 
ying a tendency to promote their ſpiricual and 4 
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ternal intereſts ? Have we walked ſo unblameably 
and exemplarily before them as we ought ? Has it 


been our care, to adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 


viour in all things, that we en recommend it to 
them, not only by our preaching, but alſo by our 


practice; and convince them of the neceſſity of a 


holy life, not only by what we ſay, but alſo b. 
what we do ? Have our hearts been deeply ale | 


ed with the miſerable ſtate of ſouls committed ta 


our care? Have we been earneſtly and fervently 
wreſtling at the throne of grace for a bleſſing on 
our labours, That God would come in a day of his 
power, and, by the powerful influences of his grace, 
awaken ſecure ſinners, convince and convert the 
obſtinate, and build up ſaints in holineſs and com⸗ 


fort through faith unto ſalvation ? Surely it be- 
comes us to be deeply humbled in the fight of God 


on account of our manifold failings : it becomes+= 
us to lay our mouths in the duſt, and cry out, Guil- 
ty, before him: it becomes us to deprecate his diſ- 
pleaſure, and cry, Enter not into judgment with thy 


© Secondly, If we have fincerely deſired and endea- 


voured the ſaving ſouls, (and, ſo far as we have, let 
us take comfort in it,) tho our ſucceſs has not been 
anſwerable to our wiſhes and endeavours; tho we 


may have but too good reaſon to make complaint 
with the Prophet 1/aiah, chap. Iii. 1. Who hath be- 
lieved our report © and to whom is the arm of the Lorg 


revealed? tho Iſrael be not gathered, our people 
be not converted, but fail of the grace of God We 
have preached unto them; tho' with ſore hearts we 


may tay, We have laboured in vain, and ſpent our 


Ferength for nought 2 yet our judgment is with the 


Lox d, 


. 
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rd. 4 our work or reward wich our 3 En 1 
l dot judge us according to the ſuccels,. but ac: 

cording to the ſincerity of our ade and our d dily 7 

. Our Work. as ür 8 
88275 Let us all be exhorted to make the ſalva» - 
fouls our chief aim and ſincere, endeavours 

15 it be our heart's defire and prayer to God bh 

che people, that they may be ſaved; let us not ſtu- 


dy to gratify their e but to ſave their ſouls; i E 
let us pleale. them for their good to edification, . 
And, that thus we ma do, let us endeayour to have 


on our ſpirits a deep ſenſe of the worth, of ſouls, 


and of the ineſtimable price that Chriſt paid for 


them; a tender compaſſion for periſhing 0 and 


2 juſt concern for the ſalvation of our own fouls; 
for he that is not concerned for the ſalvation of bis 


on ſoul; will never be duly concerned for che 


Puls of others: let us ſtudy to have our hearts in- 
flamed with love to God, Jove to Chriſt, and love 


to precious ſouls; to have a deep ſenſe of the aw- 
ful account we are to make to God for the ſouls 
committed to our charge. Under the powerful i in- 


fluence of theſe principles, let us ſet about — 


work in a dependence on divine aſſiſtance; let us 
travail in birth till Chriſt be formed in ſouls; let 
us ſtudy to promote cheir ſpiritual growth in all 
the vertues of che Chriſtian life, till chey finiſn 
their courſe with joy, and receive the end of their 


faith, che falyation of their ſouls. Thus we ſhall} 


be a bleſſing to the people, and they a comfort 


to us, yea our crown of rejoycing in the preſence; Ip 
af our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming. And that 5 


thus it may be, may God of his infinite mercy ut 4 


